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SomaLogic, Inc., Receives Grand Challenges Tuberculosis Biomarkers Grant  

Boulder CO – SomaLogic, Inc., announced today that it will receive a tuberculosis (TB) 
biomarkers grant through the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s Grand Challenges in Global 
Health program, an initiative that seeks to overcome persistent bottlenecks in creating new tools 
that can radically improve health in the developing world. Urs Ochsner, head of the Infectious 
Diseases Research Group at SomaLogic, will pursue an innovative research project to identify 
and validate TB biomarkers, titled SOMAmer-based detection of tuberculosis biomarkers. 

The Grand Challenges TB Biomarkers program provides funding for groundbreaking research 
into TB biomarkers for the development of a low-cost, simple to use tool that can quickly and 
accurately diagnose TB in developing countries.  

“There is an urgent need to break through barriers in biomarker research in order to develop a 
highly-sensitive point-of-care diagnostic to improve identification of active TB cases,” said Chris 
Wilson, Director of Global Health Discovery at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. “We hope 
these innovative ideas lead to effective and affordable TB diagnostics that can make an impact 
on one of the world’s deadliest infectious diseases.” 

Dr. Ochsner’s project is one of ten Grand Challenges TB biomarkers grants announced today. 
“The initial applications of our SOMAscan™ proteomic technology to detect certain protein 
biomarkers of the tuberculosis bacteria have been highly promising and exciting,” said Dr. 
Ochsner. “We are both delighted and grateful to the Gates Foundation for their recognition of 
the potential of this work, and for their support in helping us bring it to the point where it can 
make a difference in literally millions of lives.” 

The most beneficial diagnostic TB test would need to measure both multiple TB bacterial 
proteins as well as the host proteins involved in the onset and progression of the disease. In 
addition, it must perform effectively in the conditions in the parts of the world where TB is most 
often rampant. SomaLogic’s breakthrough proteomic technology, based on protein-detecting 
reagents called “SOMAmers,” provides clear advantages over current reagents and methods 
used in TB tests in terms of accuracy, sensitivity, stability (e.g., no need for refrigeration), ease 
of production and cost: In short, all of the attributes necessary to develop a POC diagnostic 
device for remote and resource-poor areas of the world. 

In line with the Gates Foundation’s Global Access policy, SomaLogic is committed to ensuring 
that the knowledge gained during this project is promptly and broadly disseminated, and that 
diagnostic tests that come from this work will be made available and accessible at a reasonable 
cost to the developing world. 

### 



	
  

 

About Grand Challenges in Global Health  
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation recognizes that solving our greatest global health issues is 
a long-term effort. Through Grand Challenges in Global Health, the foundation is committed to 
seeking out and rewarding not only established researchers in science and technology, but also 
young investigators, entrepreneurs and innovators to help expand the pipeline of ideas to fight 
diseases that claim millions of lives each year. We anticipate that additional grants will be 
awarded through the Grand Challenges program in the future. 
 
About SomaLogic 
SomaLogic, Inc., is a privately held biomarker discovery and clinical diagnostics company based 
in Boulder, Colorado. The company's mission is to use its proprietary proteomic technology to 
develop enhanced protein analysis tools and reagents for the life sciences community, to 
facilitate biomarker discovery and validation for diagnostic and therapeutic applications, and to 
develop and commercialize clinical diagnostic products that will improve the delivery of 
healthcare by offering timely and accurate diagnostic information to physicians and their 
patients. Further information about SomaLogic can be found at www.somalogic.com. 
 
About SOMAscan™/SOMAmers™ 
SomaLogic’s proprietary SOMAscan™ proteomic technology platform underlies a rapidly 
growing number of new diagnostic and therapeutic opportunities. The power of the SOMAscan 
platform comes from its use of a new generation of nucleic acid-based protein-binding reagents, 
called SOMAmers™ (Slow Off-rate Modified Aptamers). The unique physical properties of 
SOMAmers empower the accurate detection and measurement of thousands of proteins over a 
large range of concentrations in just a few drops of blood (or other tissues), all in a single 
SOMAscan assay. 
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